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Much wiiu be faid on both Sides. 
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TuEsDAyY, MARCH 2. 1736. 





To the Author of The PROMPTER. 
SIR, 


Feb. 28. 1735-6. 


S your Paper feems at prefent 
® the Canal, thro’ which every 
thing relating to Managers, 
Authors, Pla IS and P/ay- 
houfes, is conveyed to the 
Town, in a regular and de- 
cent Manner, (except now 
and then a little oozing from 
3 SH the Grub-ftreet common Sew- 
er, tothe great Annoyance of all Lovers of Clean- 
linefs) I beg Room inyour Paper to expofe the Scwr- 
vility, Falfhood, and defigned Malice of a Correipon- 
dent in that Paper, who figns himfelf NeiTHer- 
SpE, at the fame time that his Partiality to the 
one, carries him into the moft wzwarrantable Invec- 
tives, moft ill-watured Mifreprefentations, and groffeft 
Falfboods againft the other, as I fhall fhew in the 
Courfe of this Paper. 

Mr. NEI rHer-SIDE in the firft Place afferts, that 
Mr. P. accufes the Author of The Maz of Tajfte of 
ftealing Part of the Fable of the Double Deceit, and 
the Proof is founded on an Article ina Daily Journal, 
publifhed fome time ago. 





Be Fore he charges Mr. P. with bringing fuch ° 


an Accufation againft that incomparable Writer, he 
fhould be certain he put that Article in the Daily Pa- 
per ; but what makes his Malice {till more con/picuous, 
is, that the Article itfelf does not contain that Charge. 

We hear the new Comedy called The Double 
Deceit, or, A Cure for Jealoyly, which was to have 
been performed laft Monday, is now deferred till next 
Monday. This Play was acted once at the latter Eud 
of the laft Seafon, to obviate an Objection of Plagia- 
vifm (which, it was thought, might bave been 
made againft it, had it been delayed abfolutely) ox 
account of a Similitude in one Part of the Fable, and 
Ufe made of it by the Author, with a Part of the 
Fable of The Man of ‘Taite: Tho ifthe Time each 
Play was put into Rebear{al laft Year, be weighed, 
and if we further confider, that excepting the Satire 
put in the Mouths of the two difguifed Footmen, 
there is nothing in that Comedy, it is no 


Improbability to fuppofe the Ufe made of that Part of 


the Fable, was rather ftole from The Double Deceit. | 
All that is faid in this Article being, that from the Cir- 
cumftances therein mentioned, the Charge of P/a- 
giarifm {eems more naturally to le againft one, than 
the other, without afferting that it lies againft esther. 

TuatT the Motive that induced Mr. P. to bring 
on this Comedy laft Seafon, fo very late as the 25th 
of April, to obviate an Objection of Plagiari/, 
that might have been, with Reafon, brought againit 
him, by thofe who might be unacquainted with the 
Matter of Fact, was a Step proper to be taken, is 
evident from it’s being faid, in different Parts of the 
Play-houfe the other Night, to be taken from The 
Man of Tafte; notwithftanding a Letter printed laft 
Year, when it was performed, fetting forth the Au- 
thor’s Reafons for bringing it on then, and the un- 
contefted Faét of its being firft put into Rehearfal. 

Bu vr, fays the Letter-Writer, either Mr. P. nor 
Mr. M. can lay any Claim to this Part of the Fable, 
which is Moliere’s. 

THat Mr, ™. can lay no Claim to this Part of 
the Fable is as clear, as that he fcarce can lay Claim 
to any Part of the whole Comedy, except the b/far- 


dity of putting two Farces together, referved for his 
inimitable Genius; and fome few Perfonalities, on 
which occafion, as you obferved ina former Paper, 
the Actor goes out of his Dramatick Charaéter, and 
breaks the whole Action of the Play, for the fake 
of a few trite Jokes, on the two Meff. Cibber. 

WuatT Claim Mr. P. can lay to this Part of the 
Fable fhall next be examined. 

Ir is certain he isno wife indebted to Moliere for 
it: Moliere difguifes a Couple of Footmen, to re- 
venge the ill Treatment their Mafters received from 
two Precieufes Ridicules: The Man of Tafte has fer- 
vilely done the fame Thing, to revenge their Matters 
for their ill Ufage, from two (as he elegantly chufes 
them) Thames-ftreet Ladies. Mr. P. difguifes a 
Couple of Footmen, to retard a Marriage, their 
Matters did not care to engage in, withcut knowing 
a little of their Miftreffes before-hand, who having 
Intelligence of this, counterplot them. If the Letter- 
Writer had read any French Author but.Moliere, he 
might more reafonably have brought the Charge of 
Plagiarifm againft Mr. P. from a Comedy of the 
Italian Theatre, call’d Arlequin Maitre ¢ Valet, 
ou, Les Feux de ? Amour gy du Hazard; in-which 
a young Lady makes her Maid perfonate her, to re- 
ceive a Lover outof.the Country, chofe by her Fa- 
ther; which Lover, by aSimilitude of Thought with 
his Miftrefs, had made his Man Arlequin pafs for 
him. Whether the Imputation of Plagiarifin can lie 
againft Mr. P. for this, I leave to publick Judg- 
ment? as well as, Whether it is not more proba- 
ble, to have made one of the Difguifes to be by way 
of Counterplot to the other. All that I know is, 
that Mr. P. declared to me upon his Honour, that 
his Play was entirely wrote, and in Mr. Rich’s Hands, 
before ever he faw this Comedy, which I believe 
true, as he has not, excepting in that fingle Particular 
of one of the Ditguiles, imitated the Frezch Author, 
in the Conduct ot the Fable, or any one of the 
Scenes: ‘The Denouement it was ealy to forefee, 
from the Conftruction of the Fable, muft be the 
fame in both. 

Tae Letter-writer, whofe Lines flow from his 
Love to Fuftice and Impartiality, aflerts, with an 
INsOLENCE equal to his INsincerrry, that from 
the very firft Appearance of The Man of Tafte, he 
is well affured, Mr. P. did all he could to injure its 
Author. 1 am authorized from Mr. P. to declare, 
that when The Man of Tafte was firft a€ted, he did 
not know who its Author was; and that he has not 
fince, to his Knowledge, ever feen or {poke to, or 
been in Company with, the Author of thar Play ; 
that he never took the leaft Step to injure its Author, 
nor any Author whatfoever, in any new Play he 
ever brought on; that he went in Company with 
feveral Gentlemen of undoubted Character and Re- 
putation, who were Witneffes then of his Behaviour 
during the Reprefentation; and that he gave no 
other outward Demonttration of his Diflike, than 
faying to his Friends, be did mot think the Play a 
good Play; that in private Companies fince, he has 
indeed confirmed, by his Converfation, his firft 
Judgment of it ; that he thinks every Gentleman has a 
Right to {peak his Mind freely of every new Play thar 
comes out; and that if the Author of The Man o 
Tafte thinks Mr. P’s Cenfure, or his Friend the 
Prompter’s Criticifms (whom Mr. P. is glad to have 
his Friend) have done him any Injury, let him juttify 
the Play, and prove either Mr. P. or the Prompzer 
wrong, in their Cenfure or Criticifin. 








As a. he Letter-Writer’s Account of the Re- 
prefentatton of the Play laft Year, I thall only fay, 
it is very malicious and #/l-natured, and detigned to 
prejudice the Town againft it ; that as'tothere being 
a thin Houte the firft Night, it is nor at all furprifing, 
tliat fo late as the 25th Day of 4pril, after the 
Town had been glutred witlr Benefits, a new Play 
fhould. not attraét a numerous Audiciice ; thar it 
was Mr. P’s Requeft, not to bring it on a fecond 
Time ; but it having been given ovit, Mr. Rich {aid 
he could nor countermand it ; that, as unwilling as Mr. 
P. is to revive paft Negligencies, he mutt, in his 
own Juftification fay, that had there been a 200 /. 
Joule, it could not have been performed for another 
eafon. | : 

T HE Letter-Writer next, without any Regard 
to Veracity, which diftinguifhes the Gentleman 
from the Pretender to that Character, afferts, that 
in the Preface to the Lady’s Revenge, Mr. P. grofly 
abufed feveral Gentlemen of the Temple, and other 
Inns of Court. 

In Anfwer to this Charge, I beg Room for the 
Preface itfelf ; by which it will appear, that not 
one fingle Word is faid of any Gentleman of the 
Temple, or of the other Inns of Court. 

‘ THE difcontinuing the acting of a Play, that 
€ has been well receiv’d by the Town in general, at 
© a Time when it might havegone on, makes it ne- 
© ceffary to give fome Account of what has paft 
© fince the firft Night of its Reprefentation, and of 
; SM Motives that made the Author put a Stop to its 

un. 

_ © A Report having been malicioufly raifed, and 
‘ induftrioufly {pread all over the Town, that the 
‘ Play was a Party Play, and fupported by the Court, 
© and therefore to be oppofed, Numbers of Perfons 
* came into the Houfe with an Intent, (as the Term 
* is) to damn it at all Events. 7 
_ © THus determin’d they took hold of every littl 
© Slip, that 





Aut Incuria fudit 

Aut humana parum cavit Natura 
€ and were very clamorous: However, the Play 
© having had a fair Hearing, went off with infinitely 
© more Applaufe than Blame. 

€ THE fecond Night, the particular Things ob- 
€ jected to being taken out, the Play was acted from 
¢ Beginning to End, without one fingle Mark of Dif- 
© pleafure in the Audience. 

¢‘ THe third Night it went off ifi the fame Man- 
© ner, tothe moft numerous and {plendid Audience 
© that could be feen. 

© THE fourth Night a Set of about eight or ten 
© young Fellows went to the Bedford Coffee-houfe in 
© the Piazza, and declared publickly, that they came 
© purpofely to damn the Play, and would notleave the 
© Play-houfe, till they had compaffed their Ends. The 
© fame Declaration they repeated when in the Houfe 
© to fome Gentlemen that were there, Friends (but 
© unknown to them) to the Author. 

‘ AccoRDINGLY, Mr. Ryaz coming on to 
€ fpeak the Prologue, they began their Uproar, but 
“ were foon filenced, and the Prologue was heard 
© with Applaufe: The Play beginning, they began 
€ again, and were fo loud, that Mr. Ryaz acquainted 
© them, that as he could nor imagine there was any 
€ thing in the Play they could except againft, he was 
© apprehenfive he had the Misfortune to difpleafe 
them. Mr. Quin then came on, and told them, 
© he found the Houfe was divided, and as the Ma- 
€ jority was for hearing the Play, he hoped thofe 
“ who were not, would go out. The Houfe on 
€ that were unanimous, and cry’d, Turn them out, 
© Turn them out; but they faved the Audience the 
€ Trouble of doing it, and retired under the 
© general Hifs of every Perfon then prefent: After 
* which the Play went on without the leaft Diftur- 
* bance. 





* Tue Author having reflected that Malice, tho’ it 
could do the Play no Hurt, might affeét Mr. Rich 
by keeping Perfons from the Houfe, who have ne P 
great Relith for Noife, chofe rather to difcontinue ’ 
the further acting of the Play; and to refer himfelf 
to the Judgment of every impartial Reader, to ° 
whom he freely commits it, being determin’d as ? 
frankly to’ acknowledge -any real Faule found with . 
it, as to juftify it, if cenfur’d without Reafon. ” 
‘THE Author cannot conclude, without de-/ 
claring how much he thinks himfelf obliged to 
every Actor for the Care taken in the actin ity “gnd 
more particularly to thofe, who having he prif- 
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ert themfelves, as they did, in the moft fatisfactory 
Manner.’ ‘ 
ErTrHER Mr. Neither-Side has, or he has-not 
{een this Preface; if he has, let the Town give ‘him: 
the. NaME he DEsERVEs, and MARK him out, ag 
one UNFIT for the Society of GENTLEMEN; if he. 
has not feen it, how unjuftifiable muft that Man be, 
who afferts ‘T’hings reflecting on another’s Character, 
without knowing themtobe true! As to the Sneer 
about the Country Intereft, foundedona Paragraph 
in the Preface, it is certain, the Fact, according to 
the Words there, was true.—And if one confiders 
how many ridiculous Stories gain Ground in publick, 
it will not appear fo abfurd, as thisPerverter of Words 
and Senfe makes it in his Comment. 

[ sHALL conclude this Letter with obferving, 
that befides the two grofs Falf/boeds, here proved 
to be fo, the whole was fo vifibly tinged with Malice 
and I/l-nature, that it had, for that Reafon, lefs 
Effect on the Gentleman againft whom it was le- 
velled, than on thé moft indifferent Reader of it. 

I seND you the Prologue, which not having 
been wrote Time enough to be printed with the 


Play, may not be unacceptable to your Readers. 
* P 


ROLOGUE to the DovBLE DeEcE Ir. 
Spoke by’ Mr. Ryan. 


Poets, mifled by Fondnefs for their own, 

Think the fame Fondnefs adfuates the Town ; 
Like the charm’d Parent, that its Child furveys, 
And Wonders any with \els Joy can gaze; 
Till better taught, both fee their Weaknefs plaiz, 
And by their former Joy, now weigh thezr Pain. 
Convinc’d of This (c'er an Example made) 
Our Bard by no Self-Love will 4 betray'd ; 
To your free Fudgments he fubmits his Caufe, 
And asks, from what you feel yourfelves, Applaufe : 
Yet from youR JUSTICE dares this Hope maintain, 
You TAKE No JoY TO GIVE ANOTHER PAIN. 

JUDGMENT oft varies, as te—aagepce Mind + 
Is from within, to Joy or Grief inclin’d— 
If pleas’d, the well wrote Play affords Delight, 
And each gay Scene, looks gayer in your Sight ; 
If vex’d— (as Sorrow difinclines the Brain) 
THe PorT SUFFERS FOR YOUR PRIVATE PAIN. 
Above Each Weakune/s, Dare from Senfe alone, 
To praife, or blame, what will To-night be {hewn : 
If to the Task unequal he /hould feem, 

rors to pleale you, merits fome Efteem ; 


¥ Y he fhould pleafe—remove at once his Pain, 
P 


plaufe will make him grateful, but vee 
the 


ONE would have thought the Modefty o 
Prologue might have foften’d fome Enemies, but de- 
termined Malice has no FEELING but its own. 

Your Conftant Reader, 


: Ps ONE-SIDE. 


- % { 

Tue Letter fign’d A. B. is receiv’d; the Wri- 
ter may fee Regard has been had to it, and the 
fimple Affertion of 4. B. who in Fact is Nobody, 
taken for a Matter of Fact; in which the Behaviour 
of a Gentleman is diftinguifh’d from that of Pre- 
tenders to it. 
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Printed for T. CooPeR, at the Globe in Pater-nofter Row : 


Where Letters to the AUTHOR are 


taken in. And where the former Numbers may be had. [Price Two-Pence. | 
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